MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS

Africa, the wealthiest of the provinces of the Empire, was once
more attached to the latter. The Moors alone continued to resist,
but they were finally subjected in 548*

Shortly after Justinian had recovered possession of Africa (533),
the young king of the Ostrogoths, Athalaric, died (534). In order
to retain her power, his mother Amalasontha married her cousin
Theodahat, but in the following year (535) her husband had her
put to death.

Justinian immediately intervened. Belisarius took possession of
Sicily (535), thus completing die conquest of Africa. Acclaimed
by the population, he marched northwards, made himself the
master of Naples, and entered Rome in 536.

The Romanized dynasty of the Ostrogoths offered no resistance.
Theodahat prided himself on being a follower of Plato, and
despised the profession of arms, and his brother Evermud imme-
diately surrendered to Belisarius, preferring to live as a patrician
in Rome rather than defend the cause of his Barbarian compatriots.2
Nevertheless, Belisarius was suddenly confronted with a desperate
resistance.

Feeling that their possession of the lands which had been allotted
to them was threatened, the Ostrogoths lifted one of their officers,
Vitiges, upon their shields, and acclaimed him king. He immedi-
ately marched upon Rome, where Belisarius had shut himself
up (537), but he could not force his way into the city, and
being presently compelled to retreat he entrenched himself in
Ravenna.

Fearing that he might be assailed in the North by the Franks
he surrendered Provence to them, which Justinian hastened to
acknowledge as their possession.3

Then, being unable to hold his own against the troops of
Belisarius, Vitiges negotiated for peace.
On condition that he left them in possession of their lives and

1  A. VASSILIEV, op. dt., vol. I, p. 178.
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